i hs 


‘The MESSENGER 


NW soe et TaD OE Rae ATE ct PEE RN ELIS 


See 


POU II TRL LL IE Sc AIA LIA IL ANN maar 


g 
Z 
( 
= 
5 
= 
N 
S 
N 
) 
Z 
E 
= 
g 
( 
{ 
N 
= 
3 
R 
. 
S 
z 
A 
z 
g 
z 
é 
. 
N 
N 
S 
N 
4 


ALL Loe SALLE 


ii 


LIAISONS LETT LESSON IN ESS IS III LII NIN 
Published by the White Sisters, Metuchen, N. J. 


MAY - JUNE, 1940 
VOL. 4 No. II 


7 . =. : eee ab : : a ee 
, ad g 
; x 3 Prine 4%, cay soe f, +i = ‘ 
. S| Sra +f b ~ oe 
~ act o> ok ee . + . 4 ’ Fa * = ni 
Sat ge a Ly Ae ea, ~ e f, i " ia > 
- wages. a > - 53 it : ee 4 — 28 is 
ERIN OE Be =? # Fey : 
si i Sa a a ee » fee Bs \ * aro Ne es. & 
Tex | TTTITID HE TS Peed fe y j iz e A te ae 
eesreros Sh gore of — . Ste . 7 iss 
A : Ad 8 £13 ee Bere, 
eae Se , « ~ 
f 4 f - (SAS i vy Be i ; ee Se i. 
As aS De Mh ee | 
> » See rd an Id OM ae 
5 Fh eS We 73 os ‘ a % it 3 : o: ‘ ; 
‘ wD “5 & te ; , és , v a NI - ee ae 
| pe? Ber ae . 
a | APAS + Lm Xe ee ae Pog ; ‘s 
IEE pe, aa ae i 2 ai ‘2h oly te re: a Bs : 
4 aie  gxtin Se oo ‘g i ba 3} 3 a ; a Me es hp be me 
O > Beery al 
int eer ar 4 a ae pays se 
ae Fe eae hac. b te ee) Riek 2h Basia : eed 
oS wie RAY ee ; | 
eee a Ae tite, Om , 
vs eer & A aU aA Be aii tae 
Dh ec ea ify33 SMe i eS 8 
ns ee Se ae i’ a ety CTE AL OF ‘AM ce rs aoe Sa ; 
ers uy ; eh 3 a 3 E a ee Bea eee es, 
eer ees 4 & ee ee : 
Ce oy ‘ ee a 5 ee * te ee pee m7 ak ei a “here 
Le ae | 
pel 2 Hee fe) OY, “vi. | 
 —ias Sel elma a ina 


MISSIONARY GUILDS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


A Mission Guild of Our Lady of Africa is established to help the Missions under the 
special protection of Our Lady, Queen of Africa. Just as every other guild or club, there 
must be a President and other officers. There must also be promoters, who try to get as 
many members as possible. 

The members of the Guild promise to contribute a certain small amount for Our 
Lady’s Missions every week. As a reminder of their promise and at the same time to facil- 
itate the putting aside of this small sum, the members, at their enrollment in the Guild, re- 
ceive a little bag in which they may keep their weekly offering. At the close of every ten weeks, 
the promoters collect the total for the missions. 

A meeting is called for the promoters to give in the offerings of their members, which 
is then sent to the Sisters. This meeting may also be a little social gathering for the promoters. 

Who would miss five or ten cents a week? However, this sum, although small in 
itself, when donated by a number of people each week, becomes no less than a fortune in 
Mission land. 

Who can estimate the number of hearts, living tabernacles, in which God will reign, 
simply because a nickle or dime was put aside each week for the missions? And who can 
conceive the reward that Our Lady of Africa will obtain from her Divine Son for those who 
help to extend His Kingdom among the Mohammedans and pagan Africans. 


SPECIAL FAVORS ARE GRANTED TO PROMOTERS BY THE HOLY SEE 


A plenary Indulgence may be gained under the usual conditions on: 
(a) the day of their enrollment as promoters. 


(b) the following Feasts: Immaculate Conception, Saint Augustine, Saint Monica. 
Saint Peter, and Saint Francis Xavier. 


The Masses said for promoters after their death at any Altar will procure for their 
souls the same favors as if the Masses were said on Privileged Altars. 


FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS 


Three Masses are said every month for the living and deceased members. Moreover, 
they share in the apostolic labors of all the Sisters of the Congregation and in the prayers said 
for them in all the convents of the Congregation. 


For information about vocations, write to our new American Postulate: 
Reverend Mother Superior 
319 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, New Jersey. 


SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES o-oo 
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THE MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical 
approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, New Jersey. An- 
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New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
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On to Uganda 


Remembrances of an Old Missionary, Kisubi, 1939 


N JUNE 10th, 1899, six White Sisters 
left Marseille with Uganda as their 
destination. The youngest of this 

group, then convinced that one could live 
no longer than five years in the Equatorial 
missions is however the one who, at this 
time, forty years after, tells of some of the 
remembrances of that first trip. The ship 
on which they were embarking was the 
same one, which, twenty years before, 
had taken away the founders of these 
missions: Bishop Livinhac, Reverend Fa- 
‘ther Lourdel and their companions. Our 
Reverend Mother General, Mother Marie 
Salome and her assistant, Mother Marie 
Claver, had been anxious to accompany, 
as far as the wharf, the happy Sisters 
leaving for the unknown, the mysterious 
African center. They remained with us 
until the ship left. The caravan, con- 
ducted by His Excellency Bishop Streicher 
was composed of about thirty mission- 
aries, destined to different Vicariates. 


The sea voyage was rather monotonous. 
On Sunday, however, Bishop Streicher 
could celebrate Holy Mass on the deck; 
the congregation was composed of pas- 
sengers and members of the crew. What 
a deep impression moved all hearts when 
the Missionaries, in unison, chanted our 
Credo! In the presence of these infinities, 
the sky and the sea, this chant took on a 
new meaning: I believe in one God, the 
Father Almighty . . . This Credo” medi- 
tated . . ! but let us proceed, my intention 
to-day is not to analyze these intimate 
impressions.... 

On that evening and on the same deck 
a party was organized. The missionaries, 
as well as the other passengers were in- 


vited to contribute to it. They begged one 
Sister to sit at the piano, she complied 
simply and the performance began: the 
missionaries were the first to be heard; 
they grouped themselves and the same 
voices heard that morning at Mass, sang 
with the same piety and with the same 
conviction: “You, Queen, Mother and Pa- 
troness of martyrs, Teach us to pray, to 
suffer . . . For Christ, we all wish to die." 
This gathering of young people filled with 
thoughts of the future, singing of hap 
piness in suffering and dying for Christ, 
made so wholehearted an impression 
upon everyone that worldly amusements, 
announced on the program, if not en- 
tirely omitted, took on at least a shade of 
reserve and Christian modesty. 


On the feast day of the holy Apostles, 
Peter and Paul (a good omen) we disem- 
barked at Zanzibar, where the White Fa- 
thers had an establishment. We were 
taken to the conveni of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, where we were received cordially 
and fraternally. A small pox epidemic 
was raging in the district, everyone, in- 
cluding the new comers, must needs be 
vaccinated. After a few days of rest, we 
again put to sea for Bagamoyo, a five or 
six hour trip. The boat, which carried us 
was small and most primitive. It could 
hold only a few people with luggage 
piled up together; one was forced to hold 
firmly on the baggages so as not to be 
plunged into the sea. Opposite Baga- 
moyo, we exchanged the boat for smaller 
native ones, the rowers had difficulty in 
keeping their balance, because of the 
force of the waves. To get into the 
pirogue where only one person could find 


June 3rd is the feast of the 
Blessed Martyrs of Uganda 


Chapel erected on the spot 
where the Martyrs of Uganda 
were baptized 
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room, was a delicate and difficult task - 
not a ladder at our disposal. We man- 
aged as best we could. Closer to the 
shore we were taken in a sedan chair and 
carried on the beach. The Daughters of 
Mary (Religious Creoles) received us 
charitably, and took us to the Mission. 


At Bagamoyo the caravans organized 
for the trip towards the interior; we each 
received a donkey and had to learn how 
to mount it. We were tired but neverthe- 
less our long trip had to be continued; 
one of us, Sister Mechtilde, was so sick 
that Bishop Streicher considered sending 
her back to Europe, one missionary said: 
"This Sister is going to her death.” All 
the same she survived the trip, and actu- 
ally, after forty years, she is still working 
actively on the mission. The departure 
was arranged for July 16th, the feast day 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. His Excel- 
lency recited the prayers for the itinerary 
and the front guards of the caravan began 
to move on. What a troup: 1,500 carriers 
with their burdens, each missionary es- 
corted by two askaris (native soldiers). 
The six White Sisters had put on their 
caravan dress, they were unrecognizable: 
gray dress, short veil, long leggings. A 
herd of goats and cows that was to pro- 
vide meat during the course of the trip, 
preceded and followed, we advanced 
slowly. The first halt was to be short. At 
camp we had to settle for the night; 
everything was pell-mell, the boxes of 
food, the tents, the beds, the blankets, etc. 
Finally order was established, the tents 
pitched and dead tired we went to bed 
without supper. This first night under the 
tent was comparatively good for the mis- 
sionaries; gayety and good spirits were 
wanting to no one. At last sleep came 
and restored strength and energy to each 
and everyone. The good God for whom 
we exiled ourselves in such painful condi- 
tions watched over his own, all would 
reach the promised land. If there were 
sufferings, they were necessary for the 
sanctification of the Apostles and the sal- 
vation of the souls for whom they came. 


On the second day we proceeded in 
better order: each one received a charge 
for the duration of the trip. The first one 
would see to the carriers, have them lay 
their burdens at a chosen spot when they 
reached camp, in order to avoid obstruc- 
tion and disorder; another would be busy 
with the setting up of the tents and beds; 
a third would go with the “boys” to look 
for water and wood necessary for the 
preparation of the food; a fourth would 


be head cook. Thus useless fatigue and 
regrettable loss of time would be avoided. 
One Sister became sick and at the end of 
three days was dying. We watched her 
all night and the next day set out again, 
the sick Sister being carried in a ham- 
mock by two sturdy natives. 


The crossing of rivers also retarded our 
advance. At last we grew accustomed 
to the sport and the donkeys also - seated 
on the poor beasts, which were pulled 
and pushed by our drivers, we would 
arrive safely on the other bank. The long- 
er we went on, the more difficult and 
tiresome it became. Occasionally water 
was lacking and we felt exhausted. When 
we wished to rest from the bridle and 
took to walking, our legs gave away and 
we felt faint, we could only keep on for 
a while by holding firmly to the donkey's 
tail. It happened that one Sister not able 
to walk any longer wished to mount again 
but she only could keep on saddle sup- 
ported by a native. The latter shaking 
his head, pointed out the sky to her say- 
ing: “You will soon be up there.” 


How many things had to be learned in 
that life of caravan! Continually to keep 
one’s hat on as a protection against the 
tropical sun; at the halting place, to pre- 
pare and cook rice “native style.’’ On 
the trip, in the midst of the noisy group 
of pagans, our carriers, make with piety 
and recollection all the prescribed exer- 
cises, nay even the monthly retreat, to 
bear valiantly with fever and fatigue and 
all the other mishaps of the journey, be- 
loved “Brother and Sisters” of the good 
Saint of Assissi. 


At Zanzibar, Bishop Streicher had ran- 
somed two young slave girls, natives of 
Uganda, they were added to the caravan 
for the return trip to their country. At 
night we received them in our tents. Later 
they were instructed in our Religion and 
baptized, they became Matilda and 
Dorothea. 


Sometimes we had the joy of hearing 
Holy Mass and often the sorrow of being 
deprived of it. One day several young 
men from Uganda came to meet their 
Bishop. After that every day Holy Mass 
was said under Bishop Streicher’s tent — 
the Baganda were Christians; they re- 
cited the prayers aloud and received the 
sacraments after us. What consolation 
this Holy Viaticum at the beginning of 
each day so full of all kinds of suffering! 
The carriers, all heathen, grouped out 
doors near their burdens, listened and 
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Mother Mechtilde, with some of her last year charges 
thanking you and begging more for these little ones. 


looked on with awe and astonishment full 
of respect. 


As we went on fatigue and weakness 
increased in everyone, the missionaries 
forgetting their own sufferings, encour- 
aged and event prepared for death one or 
the other of the poor carriers who fell on 
the wayside. What anguish then, my 
heavens, what anguish! But You were 
there, dear Lord, watching over us al- 
ways; You were there always with us; 
and for You and with You we went on 
confidently, each one offering his suffer- 
ings to You for those souls that he wished 
to give You at any cost; You did not mis- 
take our aim; You gave us both crosses 
and souls; Blessed be God! 

And we went on. Arriving at Ushi- 
rombo, four young Baganda girls met us; 
our joy was very great to see at last these 
children, henceforth our children; their joy 


was no less certain; they were receiving 
then their mother, the mothers announced 
for so long a time, who came from so far 
to devote themselves to them. They spoke 
to us only on their knees; with a quaint 
daintiness natural to the people of Ugan- 
da, they endeavored to make the remain- 
der of our trip less painful. Two of them 
later entered the native Sisters, a third 
died from sleeping sickness contracted 
while devoting herself to the care of the 
sick. 

A Ndala, where the White Fathers al- 
ready had a mission post, several Mis- 
sionaries left us to make for other Vicari- 
ates, the reduced caravan continued its 
march towards Uganda, the Promised 
Land, the land of martyrs. 


SR. M. DOROTHY, W. S. 
Kisubi, Uganda. 


(To be continued in the next number.) 
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THE MATCH MAKING GOATS OF KENYA 


Three weddings in one day! For our Bush, this 
is an event worth recording. Great were the cele- 
brations, for the happy couples had spared no pains 
to make the solemnity as grand as possible. The 
funniest thing was that one herd of goats was 
responsible for all these marriages. This is how it 
came about. 


I. In one house there dwelt a brother and sister 
both of marriageable age. The boy not having 
wherewithall to pay the dowry for a wife, (as 
custom demands), was waiting patiently for a suitor 
to his sister's hand. One day the hoped for suitor 
arrived, found favor with the maiden and was ac- 
cepted. A herd of goats was brought in payment 
of the dowry. 
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II. Forthwith, the young brother lays hand on 
the said goats and leads them off to the lady of his 
choice who accepts the present . . . and the giver: 
a second marriage is thereupon arranged. 


Ill. The last fiancee had also a brother who was 
living for the day when fortune’s smile would allow 
him to set up house. Without losing a moment, he 
set off - with the goats - in triumph to the home of 
the widow whose daughter had won his heart. 
After some preliminary difficulties, the mother gave 
her consent and so a third wedding was celebrated. 


In the memory of Kikuyu, no one has ever seen, 
nor in all probability ever will see, the like event, 
which will go down as one of the red-letter days 
of local history. 


MOTHER M. ST. GUY, W.S. Mangu, Kenya. 
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HE MOMENT so long desired had at 

last come: six light hearted mission- 

aries grouped on the deck of the 
“Commissaire Ramel” awaited the signal 
io depart, the sound of the whistle, which 
will perhaps tear our hearts a little more, 
but which will not stop the ascending of 
our prayers: “Lord and Master of all 
things, for Whom and with Whom we are 
leaving, protect Your children; guide us 
towards this unknown country, in which 
You ask assistance for Your harvest of 
souls: we are Yours and with a pious 
author we say: "I do not know if You are 
pleased with us, but we, My God, we are 
so pleased with You.” 


The anchor was raised - in our little 
group an impressive silence reigns - night 
is slowly descending - on the wharf 
people and things are disappearing from 
our gaze and - the ship takes to sea - 
we are on our way to Uganda! Nota 
tear, not a regret: we are harvesters filled 
with joy and hope. The causes of this 
joy are misunderstood by worldlings - 
they are numerous, here are some of 
them. The assurance that it is God who 
calls us, to work in this vineyard that if 
He calls us, it is because there is still 
much to be done for Him in these vast 
regions: to clear the fallow land, to pre- 
serve and increase the Christian seed and 
harvest: to aid the Lord to people His 
Church with souls - perhaps even at the 
price of martyrdom. Isn't Uganda the 
land of martyrs? Forward then! And 
now to see at closer range and in reality 
the little black children seen so many 
times in pictures: I fancy myself al- 
ready there, surrounded by these small 
children whom I love, and to whom I am 
going to teach how to know and love 
this Jesus who loves them still more - 
but I am dreaming, let's come back to 
reality. 

From Marseille to Mombasa by way of 
the Suez was a seventeen days trip but 
a delightful one. Here we parted, some 
continued their voyage to Daressalaam, 
while others boarded the train which was 
to take them to their assigned missions. 

We were off for Uganda - by train from 
Mombasa to Kampala is forty-eight hours. 
First stop Nairobi, deception, it is a city! 
Yes but we are in Kenya and I am head- 
ing for Uganda. Out there, I shall surely 
have the brushwood I want. The real 
brushwood. The train goes on; the scen- 
ery changes; though the window, I gaze 
at herds of giraffes, zebras, antelopes, 
ostriches and cranes. All this beautiful, 
captivating, quick life, flees frightened by 
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After Forty Y« 


the passing of our big black beast, which 
remains unconscious of the stir caused by 
our passage. [Everything pleases us, 
amuses us, everything is loved in this 
country now ours by divine choice. We 
find ourselves regretting the good old 


times in which our seniors, by caravan, | 
received the nightly visit of lions, in which 
the donkey was their train, while fatigue | 
and fever faithfully accompanied them. 


Those heroic ages belong to the past; we 
can only humiliate ourselves for not hav- 
ing been found worthy. 

The forty-eight hours have passed. We 
are at Kampala, where we are met by 
our Sisters from Kisubi. Is it a dream? 
Is Kampala a city too? Not yet, but a 
large town; its buildings all white, wide 
streets and electricity everywhere. Knowl- 
edge came to my mind - it is evolution, 
progress, here as everywhere. As a 
spoiled but disappointed child, I look 
for consolation from my Sisters who as- 
sure me that there is no electricity in 
Kisubi, that we are very close to Lake 
Victoria, which is in the brushwood - that 
the termites, the fleas, the mosquitoes, the 
funzas are still there waiting for me. That 
at least did not change in forty years. I 
must content myself with these humble 
little animals - good bye lions, leopards, 
elephants, boas, you no longer belong 
to our time in Buganda. We take to our 
seats in the auto which is to convey us 
to our house, a distance of 17 miles. Sud- 
denly, remembering my hobby of the past 


I had a mind } 
to take hold 7 
of the wheel — High School Boys, Kis 


but good bye 
old remem- 
brances; a 
new life is be- 
ginning. 

We are a 
gain on our 
way, a stop at 
Rubaga_ to 
greet His Ex- 
cellency Bish- 
op Michaud 
and our Sis- 
ters at this 
mission. We 
enter the Ca- 
thedral, built 
with the alms 
received from 
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Years — 1939 


YS, Kisubi, Uganda 


United States and Canada by the late re- 
gretted Bishop Forbes. This mission Ca- 
thedral is poor, but honors her benefactors 


and we Catholics. On the opposite hill . 


the Protestant Church rises; on another 
hill, Mengo, the palace of the King of 
Uganda, Mtesa II. 

I wonder at the banana plantations. 
Where there is a house, there is a banana 
grove. The Baganda pretend to be wiser 
than the White men: they say, “Why give 
money to a merchant to procure food 
when the dear Lord gives it to us ready 
at hand.” 

At last we arrive at Kisubi, it is late 
and we are in the dark. Away longings 
for electricity ...... 

The children gather round the auto to 
receive Mother Superior and the new 
Sister. Someone asks for a light to see us 
better. As formerly, they knelt to speak 
to us and to give their customary greet- 
ings and I, - I smiled - that is about all a 
new Sister can do at first. 

The next day, I visited the works of the 
mission. What a marvel! Classes just 
as at home; boarding schools, serious 
studies in the language of the country and 
in English - they are bilingual here as at 
home, gymnastics, games, sports, music, 
hospital work. Further on, the White 
Fathers’ school, then the college of the 
Brothers of Christian Instruction; every- 
where pupils in uniform who greet us po- 
litely and gently. Far from us the days, 
in which there were only eight children to 
prepare for 
First Holy 
Communion. 
In all these 
Mission  Sta- 
tions of Ugan- 
da we count 
the children, 
who come to 
us, by the 
hundreds - al- 
ways the same 
cry: too little 
space for our 
little ones. 

I cannot re- 
sist the desire 
to give the de- 
scription of 
one of the 
most impres- 
sive ceremon- 


ies in our churches of Buganda; it is that 
of Palm Sunday. The scene recalls to me 
that of the Gospel. Each of the assistants, 
palm in hand, waits with impatience the 
departure of the procession, then with an 
ardor mixed with piety, joy and respect, 
all young and old, men, women, children 
wave their palms above their heads sing- 
ing Lauda Jerusalem. What a beautiful 
lesson of faith and simplicity these Chris- 
tians of another age give us, without be- 
ing aware of it. May they always ac- 
claim the Triumphant Master! and may 
Jesus the Redeemer receive them in great 
numbers in the Heavenly Jerusalem. 


SISTER M. CEPHAS, W. S.* 
on Mission at Kisubi, Uganda. 
* Miss B. Fournier, Campbellton, N. B. 


SINCERE GRATITUDE TO 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 


‘The Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa are most grateful for their cordial 
reception received upon a visit to the 
Archdiocese of Louisville. His Excellency 
Archbishop Floersh, D.D., has shown his 
keen interest for the Missions during their 
short interview. This Mission Spirit is be- 
ing spread throughout the Archdiocese. 

The Sisters had the pleasure to be pres- 
ent at the Catholic Students Mission Cru- 
sade Rally which was held in the historic 
town of Bardstown, Kentucky. It is esti- 
mated that five thousand children with 
their Moderators and Teachers participat- 
ed in this manifestation of faith and love 
for the Missions of Christ. 

Crusaders, with their bands, arrayed in 
different colored costumes and school un- 
iforms, formed a beautiful procession from 
the station to the grounds where solemn 
High Mass was held in the open air. The 
Oratorical Contest was a special feature 
on the program and it was immensely 
enjoyed by the audience. The winners 
though young students brought out their 
understanding and knowledge of the Miss- 
ions and were highly applauded. 

A Vocation Club under the name of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Vocation Club 
is being formed in this Archdiocese. Its 
leaders who are the Religious of the differ- 
ent Communities are arduously striving 
to foster vocations amongst the young 
girls. Regular meetings are being held, 
which acquaint the members with the 
various Home and Foreign Missions. 

May this new undertaking bear fruit and 
may Our Lady of Good Counsel encour- 
age many to help us lead souls to God. 
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Pascal and Celeste 


HEY were simply called Hassen and Hassine when 

I made their acquaintance. They were twins only 

a few days old, so small and so perfectly identical: 
swaddling clothes of dubious colors tightly bound a- 
round their limbs by a band in the Egyptian Mum- 
my fashion; the features the same; their heads, rath- 
er long, were covered with a soft silkish down of 
black hair, their eyes round and full of life ...a 
queer little nose, a small mouth and red lips . 
how tiny they were! 


My admiration soon changed to a deep com- 
passion, while I watched the mother seated beside her 
children and opening wide her eyes deprived of 


light . . . Then my imagination carried me back to the 
populated centers of the Arabian city: Bab Souika, or 
Halfaouina, I was thinking of a tall and rather young 
man thirty years old or so; he stoops a little in order to reach the little hand that a child 
of three holds out toward him; the alert face of this child recalls those of these twins. He 
can see well and watches out for both of them, at each obstacle they meet, we hear his 
sweet voice: - ‘Balek ia Baba,” (Beware, Papa). Father and Mother are blind! How 
shall these poor babies be taken care of? - “Zohra,” I said to the woman, "I have good 
eyesight and I can not even tell one from the other, they are so much alike.” - “I can tell 
them apart,” she replied. And groping in the pile of rags which served as a cradle, she 
picks up one child, then the other, places them on her knees and gently with great care 
she slides her fingers over their little faces, and in a convincing tone, points them out: 
"Sister, this one is Hassine and that one is Hassen, I assure you that they are not alike.” 


We often came back to visit this poor woman. Blankets and clothes were always 
welcome for our two charges for they were sickly and remained feeble. If under the 
circumstances these poor babies were ill-cared and ill-fed, they were greatly loved by 
their mother and father. How many times the blind Mohammet came to our hospital 
holding his little guide by one hand and clasping one of the twins in the other. - ‘Sis- 
ter, my son has a cough or he does nothing but cry, see what ails him.” It was either 
one thing or another, and in spite of all our efforts, they were growing weaker. 

On Holy Saturday night, we were hurrying home when all of a sudden, from be- 
hind us we heard the piercing voice of Hamadi. - “Papa, Sisters!" - ‘What do you want 
Mohammet?” - ‘‘Hassen is ill, come and see him.” - “It is impossible for us to go tonight, 
darkness has already set in, but tomorrow we shall come.” - “Tomorrow!” said he, ‘You 
will not come. It is the great feast of the Roumis (Catholics), I heard all the bells of 


your churches ringing this morning.” - ‘The feast will not prevent us from visiting your 
little invalid, you will see.” 


The next day, in between the early Mass and the services at the Cathedral, we set 
out for the Arabian city. Our visit was not in vain. Hassen was dying. - "I do not 
know what ails him,” said the mother, “he does not care to drink, his breathing is ir- 
regular and he groans instead of crying.” - Listen, Zohra, he is very sick, but we shall 
give him the best care!’ While my companion empties her medicine kit, I take a little 
bottle of water from my pocket. At this moment all the bells of the Cathedral start call- 
ing the faithful to High Mass and it is with the glorious sound of the chimes that Hassen 
becomes a child of God and exchanges his name for “Pascal.” The bells, beautiful 
song of happiness for the Baptism of this little Arabian. That night Pascal was singing 
his first “Alleluia,” and Heaven rejoiced with another angel. 


But this new angel often glanced toward the earth. In the midst of his great hap- 
piness something was lacking, the companionship of his little twin brother! 

Resting on the pile of rags, Hassine was growing weaker. He could not live without 
Hassen by his side; he was becoming thinner and paler, he also wanted to be baptised 
while the bells were ringing, and make his entry into Heaven on a feast day . .. Wednes- 
day, the eve of Ascension, two nursing Sisters returning from a visit to the sick, called 

( Continued on opposite page ) 
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Doings of the Guilds 


THOSE EXTRAORDINARIES!!! 
EXTRAORDINARIES .- are often sources of joys, sorrows and even anxieties - the 


latter is our case this year - and why? 


The Chapel must be enlarged which entices extraordinary expenses - 


Dear Promoters and Members, you labor incessantly and zealously for us, every sacri- 
fice and deed are appreciated - We are quite certain that you wish to help in our Extraordinaries 
and alleviate our anxieties, besides sharing in the spiritual exercises of the renovated Chapel. 


Why not call an extraordinary meeting 
- suggest extraordinary plans - hold an 
extraordinary social or something to raise 
an extraordinary sum. 


Please think it over, Our Lady of Africa 
will help the plan to go through - 


Time is short before the vacationists 
leave us - so let's simply do extraordinary 


things. - 


JERSEY CITY. N. J. We always feel assured that 
Our Lady of Africa Mission Guild is ever active and 
we have proofs of it - The meetings are faithfully 
kept and the collected dues are brought in regularly. 
A substantial amount was the proceeds of our gen- 
erous self-sacrificing members. You may be pleased 
to know that this great help is being forwarded to 
our needy Missions, which are feeling the dreadful 
effects of the war. 


God gives to us - but what a great deed to share 
with those who are less fortunate than we. Not 
only have the dues been brought in but new mem- 
bers have been added to the list. May we soon have 
our usual membership - the greater the needs the 
greater must our efforts be. Our heartfelt thanks 
to our staunch and faithful Members. 


SOUTH ORANGE, N. J. The youngest of our 
Mission Guilds is stepping and falling in line with 
the older Circles. The dues were recently sent in 
by its President, Mrs. Kelly. With an increase of 
Promoters and membership they are looking for- 
ward upon sending a substantial amount towards 
the end of May. It will be most welcome - many 
are waiting to make use of it. We warmly welcome 
each new friend who helps to organize and 
strengthen this branch of Our Lady of Africa Guild. 
To all, our heartfelt and sincere thanks. 


* * * * * 


LOWELL, MASS. Although our Promoters and 
Members of Our Lady of Africa Mission Circle are 
witnessing a crisis in business and economic affairs 
they are giving us evidence and the certainty of 


holding up the Guild and resuming its activities 
as soon as conditions will be normal. 

To these zealous Mission helpers we extend our 
sympathy and prayers trusting that Divine Provi- 
dence will soon place a silver border around the 
dark cloud. Sincere thanks for their help sent in 
and collected whilst under this unusual strain. God 
will help and reward their efforts. 


* * * * 7 


NORWOOD, N. Y. Though yet in its infancy, the 
President, wishing to remain unknown has organized 
a Mission Group which we trust in time will take 
its rank with the large Mission Guild - These co- 
missioners have already sent in a goodly sum for 
the Missions. They are especially interested in the 
adoption of pagan babies. 

. * * * . 


HARTFORD, CONN. Encouraging news has come 
to us from the President, Miss McSweeney, of this 
Mission Circle. 

Slowly but surely recovering from the accident, 
this zealous Helper will soon be able to resume her 
Mission activities. 

Our prayers and best wishes for a speedy re- 
covery to her and all our sick members. 


7 * * * * 


INVITATION 


If weather permits, the annual Corpus Christi pro- 
cession will take place on the Convent grounds on 
May 23rd at 8 P. M. Members and Friends are 
cordially invited to assist. The Sisters will be de- 
lighted to meet their benefactors. 


PASCAL AND CELESTE ( Concluded) 


to see the poor child that we were now watching closely. - "We found him very sick," one 
of them told me, “and at the moment the bells were announcing tomorrow's feast, I chris- 


on 


tened him ‘Celeste’. 


Celeste went to Heaven on Ascension day. 


I imagine the joyous ‘Alleluia’’ uttered when our twins met in the Everlasting 
Country and the sweet smile of Him who has said: ‘Suffer little children to come unto 
me, the kingdom of Heaven is for those who resemble them.” 


SR. M. DEO GRATIAS, W.S. Carthage, Tunisia 
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Guy de Fontgalland 


OMETIMES be- 

fore this, on 

July 16th, 1921, 
he had _ been 
clothed with the 
three = scapulars. 
One day they 
were telling him 
the pious tradition 
that Our Lady 
goes on Satur- 
days to Purgatory 
to seek the souls 
that wear her livery, and take them to 
Heaven. 


"Yes," said Guy, “but it's much simpler 
to die on a Saturday, sparing Our Lady 
the trouble of making a round trip of 
Purgatory, and so go straight to Heaven.” 

“Straight? But that’s going to be very 
difficult.” 


“Oh, no,” replied Guy, “you've only got 
to love Jesus and His Mamma more than 
anything, above everything.” 


(To be continued) 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


To Ransom A Girl For Christian Marriage 
St. Dominic's Academy, (Senior Class), Jersey 
City, N. J. 
To Ransom A Pagan Baby 
St. Mary's School, Lee, Mass. 
Miss M. Fedewa, Westphalia, Mich. 


Convent of the Sacred Heart, Washington, 
D. ©. @). 


Our Lady of Perpetual Help School, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. (8). 
To Keep A Sanctuary Lamp Burning 
Miss K. Caufield, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Miss C. McSweeney, Hartford, Conn. 


To Support A Leper 
Miss M. A. Monaghan, Charlottetown, P. E. 1. 
Mrs. C. McClellan, Detroit, Mich. 
Mrs. G. B. Yale, Glendale, California. 


To Provide Bread For The Orphans 
Miss M. Santori, New York, N. Y. 


To Clothe A Child For First Holy Communion 
Miss A. English, Jersey City, N. J. 
Miss Donovan, Oswego, N. Y. 


First Communion Dresses 
Miss E. Pozonke, New York, N. Y. 


TO ALL those who have sent stamps or helped 
the Missions in any way by their kind donations, 
we extend our sincere thanks. 


By L. L. McReavy, M. A. 


Palmyra, Mo. 
March 19, 1940. 
Reverend dear Sister: 


My nephew, George Huebner of Kansas 
City, Mo., met with a Fourth of July acci- 
dent which injured his eye to the extent 
that two specialists said removal of the 
eye was absolutely necessary. I asked 
the parents to turn to little Guy and I did 
so also. The eye no longer even resem- 
bled a human eye, and all sight was ab- 
solutely gone. Today the eye has come 
back to normal size and quite some sight 
too. Both doctors then said: “A Higher 
Power is working here.” And since then 
a glaucoma had formed, also a cataract, 
but both have again disappeared, con- 
trary to the expectations of the specialist 
who has care of him now. 


However besides a special promise I 
made io little Guy, I also did promise 
publication and all I could do to further 
his cause. I want to do all I can to 
further the cause of littlke Guy as his help 
was plainly visible. 


Thanking you very much, Sister, I am, 
In the Sacred Heart, 
SISTER M. LONGINA ,O.S.B. 


GUY DE FONTGALLAND 


Relics, pictures and the life of the boy may be 
obtained at 319 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, N. J. 
Please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
when requesting relics. 


OBITUARY 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. B. J. Quinn, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Rev. John A. Lynch, C.SS.R., Rochester, 
ae 


Rev. M. Leray, W.F. 

Rev. C. Ragnet, W.F. 

Rev. C. Hauttecoeur, W.F. 

Rev. R. Carrier, W.F. 

Rev. J. Guillamot, WF. 

Rev. Bro. Willibrord, W.B. 

Rev. Bro. Alype, W.B. 

Sister M. de l'Ascension, W.S., St. Charles, 
Algiers. 

Sister M. St. Simon, W.S., St. Charles 
Algiers. 

— Mother M. Benedict, O.S.U., Arcadia, 

°. 
Mr. R. Trulan, Albany, N. Y. 
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Nomenclature of the Missions 
in Which Che White Sisters Labor 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA UGANDA 


ALGERIA 


Mother House 
Algiers 4 missions 
Ain-cl-Arba 
Attafs 

Birkadem 
Birmandries 
El-Affroun 
Maison Carrce 
Rivet 


TUNISIA 
Bizerte 
Carthage 
Kairouan 
La Marsa 
Souk-el-Arba 
Thibar 
Tunis 


ATLAS MOUNTAINS 
Akbou 
Beni-Mengallet 2 missions 
Beni-Yenni 
Bou-Nouh 
Djemaa-Saharidj 
Iril-Ali 
Ouad’ hias 
Oued-Aissi 
Taguemount-Azouz 
Tizi-Ouzou 


SAHARA 
Ain-Sefra 
Biskra 2 missions 
El-Golea 
Ghardaia 
Geryville 
Laghouat 2 missions 
Ouargla 
Touggourt 


GOLD COAST 


Navrongo 


Bamako 2 missions 
Bodo-Dioulasso 

Kita 

Koupela 

Mandyakuy 
Ouagadougou 2 missions 
Toma 

Samoe 

Segou 


KENYA COLONY 
Mangu 
Mombasa 


NY ASSALAND 
Bembeke 
Kachebere 
Mua 
Ntakataka 


TANGANYKA 
TERRITORY 


Bukumbi 
Kagondo 
Kala 

Kate 
Karema 
Kigoma 
Kisa 

Mary Hill 
Mbulu 
Mugana 
Mwansa 
Mwazzie 
Ndala 
Oujiji 
Ukerewe 
Ushirombo 
Sumwe 
Tabora 
Zimba 


Bwanda 
Hoima 
Kisoubi 
Nkozi 
Roubaga 
Toro 

Villa Maria 


RHODESIA 


Cilubi 

Cilubula 2 missions 
Ipusikiro 

Kayambi 

Lubwe 

Minga 


BELGIUM CONGO 


Albertville 2 missions 
Baudoinville 
Bobandana 
Bunya 
Costermanville 
Kamisuku 
Kasongo 
Katana 

La Fomulac 
Logo 
Loulenga 
Mpala 


RWANDA URUNDI 


Astrida 
Issavi 2 missions 
Kabgaye 
Katara 
Muguera 
Muyaga 
Nyondo 
Rushubi 
Rwasa 
Usumbura 
Zaza 


In these 115 missions the White Sisters conduct 37 hospitals, 29 Maternity Hospitals, 
44 Baby Welfare Centers, 98 Dispensaries, 9 Leper Colonies and visit the sick at domicile. 
Thus, through the care of the body, souls are won for God. Then for the moral and 
social education of the women and girls the Sisters also conduct 57 workrooms, 111 schools 
— primary, high and normal — 47 orphanages, catechetical classes at the missions and, to 
lead chosen souls to the state of perfection, 15 native Novitiates. 


In order to maintain all these spiritual and corporal works of mercy, the White Sisters 
have recruiting houses, procures and sanatariums in BELGIUM, CANADA, ENGLAND, 
FRANCE, GERMANY, and HOLLAND. 


Would you not like to help in their works and share their merits? 
See inside of front cover. 
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After a strenuous journey we arrive at last in the 


Promised Land, “Kisubi.” 


Another STRAIN Awaits Us at Metuchen 


Who Will Help Us 
To ENLARGE the LORD'S DWELLING ? ? 


Any gift, big or small to increase the White Sisters Chapel 


fund will be gratefully received. 
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